The First
ap tlSt Church From your Interim Pastor

F M OORESTOWN

an open, joyful, seeking cormrmunity of faith

From your Interim Pastor

In the midst of the Civil War, the American poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was severely
burned trying to save his wife who died 3 days later as a result of an accidental fire. Subse-
guently, their oldest son, Charles Appleton Longfellow, who had long disagreed with his father
about the Civil War, left without his father’s blessing to join the Union army. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow only learned of it in a letter from his son, dated March 14, 1863. "I have tried hard to
resist the temptation of going without your leave but | cannot any longer,” Charles wrote. "I feel it
to be my first duty to do what | can for my country and | would willingly lay down my life for it if it
would be of any good". Charles soon got an appointment as a lieutenant in the Army of the Poto-
mac, but, in November, he was severely wounded in battle.

When Christmas morning came, Longfellow awakened to the ringing of church bells. He got up,
went to his desk and began to write:

| heard the bells on Christmas day their old famili ~ ar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat of Peace on ear  th, good will to men.

I thought how, as the day had come, the belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along the unbroken song of Peace on eart  h good will to men.

And in despair | bowed my head. “There is no Peace on earth,” | said;
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song of Peace on earth, good will to men.

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: “Godisn ot dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, with Peace on Earth, good will to men.”

‘Til ringing, singing on its way, the world revolve d from night to day —
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime of Peace on earth , good will to men.

That Christmas Day, 1863, the same day he wrote the poem “Christmas Bells”, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow penned this less familiar couplet about the Baby Jesus:

“Though in a manger Thou draw breath,
Thou art greater than life or death.”

Our faith too is in One who is indeed “greater than life or death” and in a God who “is not dead,
nor doth He sleep”. Whatever the next twelve months may bring your way, you may be assured
that God is more than sufficient for all of your needs.

Yours for a healthy, happy 2012,

Robert M. Davidson, Interim Pastor



THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MOORESTOWN
A Welcoming and Affirming American Baptist Congrega tion

The mission of the First Baptist Church is to be an open, joyful, and
seeking community of faith whose people experience the transforming
grace and power of Jesus Christ. As we worship , study God’s Word, and
reflect on the world around us, we trust God to lead us into wholeness in
all relationships and into ministries of justice and compassion .
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ADVENT GIVING 2011 - Joy! Feel a sense of joy with every purchase as we share our
lives with others.

December 18 - Riverview Estates - We will collect the following items: postage stamps, wash
clothes, hand towels, bath towels, twin sheets, batteries, energy saving light bulbs.

Board of Outreach News

1. As part of our involvement with the Moorestown Ministerium and the Department of Parks
and Recreation, the helping hand group Live Civilly has started developing a "homework help pro-
gram"” that will be facilitated by both adults and students. The thought is that if we offer homework
assistance at the Church Street Recreation Center with both adult led tutoring and peer tutoring we
will be able to reach a broad base of students who might not have the ability to receive extra aca-
demic assistance. If any adult in the congregation is willing to give an hour of your time once or
twice a month Live Civilly would love to hear from you. Questions can be directed to Kahra Buss at
856-313-9853 or contact@livecivilly.org

2. Our church is a member of the Moorestown Ministerium.

The Ministerium has established a Ministerium Food Pantry located at St. Matthew Lutheran
Church on Chester Avenue.

The pantry is dependent on the Ministerium churches donating food on a regular basis. We
would like to help support this effort as we are members of this family of Moorestown churches and
congregations.

However, we feel strongly that our primary efforts are to keep our Food Pantry here at First
Baptist as vital and as strong as we can possibly achieve.

I f you feel as though you can and would like to support the Ministerium effort a box will be
placed in the lounge - all contributions will gratefully be received and delivered to St. Matthew on a
regular basis.

Thank you for your continued generosity!

The Board of Outreach and Relationships




FBCM DIACONATE OVERVIEW

We thought we'd take a moment to give you background on what the Deacon'’s do for our Church. The Diaconate supports our Pas-
tor and Church family by attending to the oversight of services, providing for the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the con-
gregation, and managing the Diaconate fund. This overview is intended as an introductory guide to the role of the Diaconate and
how it operates in its service to the First Baptist Church of Moorestown (FBCM) family:.

WHO IS ON THE DIACONATE (the FBCM deacons)

Term ends 5/31/12 Term ends 5/31/13
Lois Dinsmore Ruth Hannum

Juli LaRosa Todd Moreland
Lola Webster (secretary) Dean Parker (chair)

DIACONATE RESPONSIBILITIES — (as listed in the By-Laws)
General oversight of the members of the church; visit sick and shut-ins.

Provide for establishment and maintenance of the Fellowship Fund.

Assist Pastor in performance of duties;

Provide for services in the Pastor’s absence;

Oversee preparation and administration of Communion and Baptism.

Establish times and schedule of services.

Report those received into membership and those terminated by letter or transfer.
Recommend such matters that promote the spiritual welfare of the church.
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Oversee the music program.

10. Have church sanctuary decorated for regular services and special occasions.
11. Distribution of flowers as part of caring ministry.

12. Provide ushers.

OTHER RESPONSIBILITIES (That Have Been Added)

Provide for Coffee Hour refreshments
Provide Readers and Greeters.
Meet with candidates for membership and Baptism.
Maintain records for Baptism, new membership, weddings, deaths, baby dedications
Administer Communion to Shut-ins.
Sunday Worship (including Communion, Baptism, Funerals, Christmas & Easter):

We oversee the preparations for Communion Sunday (1% Sunday every month) and the other important spiritual milestones in our
Church life; we're also responsible for the altar flowers, Christmas and Easter plants, and Holiday decorations. The Diaconate also
serves as a conduit between the Congregation and the Pastor regarding suggestions for making our Worship services more mean-
ingful for the congregation. We attempt to balance the competing needs for continuity and tradition while keeping the Worship ex-
perience fresh and alive. We sponsor retreats, seminars and discussions towards this end.

Congregational Care:

We support the Pastor in attending to the Spiritual, Emotional, and Physical needs of the Congregation. We provide home Com-
munion to those who are confined at home. We help keep the Pastor and one another informed of events in our Members' lives,
both sad and joyful: sickness and death, family problems, financial difficulties, anniversaries, birthdays, and other milestones. Each
member of the Diaconate is given a list of FBC Members that he/she focuses on, to insure that our First Baptist family is aware of
their needs in order to provide all the Spiritual love, compassion, and support that we can.

Communion/Discretionary Fund:

Contributions from Communion Sundays that go to this fund are maintained by the Diaconate and used for a variety of purposes to
support our FBC Family and the surrounding community. This may include food and shelter for the needy, confidential assistance
to a Church Member in difficult circumstances, or other uses.

We hope you have found this helpful. Please feel free to reach out to any member of the Diaconate if you have questions or a
need.

God Bless;
Dean Parker, Chair




CHURCH BUSINESS NEWS

TREASURER’S REPORT - The latest
Treasurer’'s Report is available. Copies
can be found on the table in the church
lounge.

ALL BOARDS MEET - Monday,
December 5th and January 2nd at
7:00PM in the lounge.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD - Meets on
Monday, December 12 and January 9th
at 7:00 PM in the lounge.

CHURCH BUSINESS MEETING -
Sunday, December 18th after worship

2011 FLOWER CALENDAR

The Flower Calendar for 2011 has dates avail-
able! The weekly cost is $36. Thank you to all
who help to beautify our worship space week to
week!

December

18 Todd and Tami Moreland
25 Poinsettias

January

1 Open
8 Deb Lord in honor of Nate's Birthday
15 Open
22 Open
29 Open

December

4 The Trustees

11 Richard Lamy

18 Riverview Estates - Janice Doughman

25 Steve Eson and Dean Parker and Diaconate

January

1 Open

8 Board of Christian Education
15 Open

22 Board of Outreach

29 Open
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If your Board has news, or if you have news
to share about one of our Missions or hap-
penings in the community, please contact

CALL FOR NEWS
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Lydia Alvarez in the Church Office for inclu-

sion in this newsletter. Please submit your

news every month by the deadline. Febru-
ary Soundings deadline is January 27th.
[e]e]o]ele]e]



o

NEWS FROM RIVERVIEW ESTATES

d Family Christmas Party
N December 10, 2011
§ 2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

H The Family Christmas party is an opportunity for one and all to come and celebrate the season. Family, friends, resi-
M dents, and staff are welcome to enjoy light appetizers, cookies, juice, and eggnog. Santa will be there for an opportu-
fl nity for children, young and old, to have their picture taken.

| Path of Light Ceremony
fl December 15, 2011
 6:45 p.m.

| Each year we ask people to honor and remember loved ones by purchasing a luminary in their name. Each luminary is
W placed along our pathway creating a beautiful “candlelight” dinner for our residents in the Main Dining Room. At 6:45
 p.m. we begin the ceremony. Seats are limited, so please arrive early. The ceremony is followed by a reception with

B snacks and refreshments in the Victorian Living Room. All proceeds go toward our Benevolent Care Fund. If you have
ll a “special someone” who has been influential in your life, then Christmas is the perfect time to celebrate the life of that
M person.

d Chuck Sikora
December 31, 2011

was featured in the “Courier Post” as one of the best musicians in South Jersey. Member of a show band for “Royal
Caribbean Cruise Lines” and the leader of “Take 2 band” a working duo in the tri-state area for the past 20
years. Chuck is one of the most popular entertainers in this unique and rewarding venue of senior entertain-

E Chuck Sikora is a multi-talented vocalist and musician specializing in music ranging from the 40’s to the present. He
E ment. Bringing a fresh musical sound to songs we all know with a big dose of comedy to bring smiles to every room.

ﬂAuiniary Sale
January 14, 2012 and February 11, 2012
10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

|

At the Auxiliary Sale you will find great specials. There is gently worn clothing, jewelry, attic treasures, crafts, books,
and more available for purchase. All are welcome!

Founder’s Day Celebration/Ice Cream Social
March 10, 2012

1:30 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

:

E Founder’s Day is a celebration of Worship in order to express our appreciation to God for His guidance and the bless-
ing Riverview Estates has been in the lives of over 925 residents since our opening in 1954. All are welcome to at-
tend. A free will offering will be taken. Following the ceremony will be the Annual Ice Cream Social featuring Sundaes
and Root Beer Floats.
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December Birthdays

4 Lois Dinsmore

5 Janet Khanlian

11 Rosalie Maines

15 Dan Hall

16 Charles Murray Krebs
22 Roger Quimby

23 Daniel Rinehart

27 Alisa Thiede

26 Ron Weathersby
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Contemplative prayer group consists
primarily of communal silence for all who
are interested in taking time out each
week, away from the noise, the busy-
ness, the pressures of life, to listen for
God'’s voice and enter into the living
presence of God. The prayer group
meets on Wednesdays, from 7:30PM -
8:15 p.m. in Classroom 6.

All are Welcome!

January Birthdays

Nathaniel Lord

Dana Thiede

Dean Parker

Juliet Morgan

10 Betty Taylor

11 Dessa McCleery

13 Janice Doughman

14 Jonathan Khanlian Jr.
19 Alyssa Harris, Dave Wagner
21 Karen Stack

22 Barbara Quimby
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The Brown Bag Bible Study meets
every Tuesday at NOON in the
Meeting Room off the lounge. Please
join us and don't forget your lunch!

Peg Horton, leader
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Lectionary Readings for the month of December2011/ January2012
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Second Sunday of Ad-
vent

2 Peter 3:8-15a

Mark 1:1-8

Psalm 85:1-2,
8-13

' 3%
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

John 1:6-8, 19-28

Luke 1:46b-55

" $% 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 Psalm 89:1-4,
Fourth Sunday of Advent 19-26

& Isaiah 52:7-10 Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) John 1:1-14 Psalm 98
Fifth Sunday of Advent
* $ Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 2:22-40 Psalm 148
First Sunday after Christ-
mas Day
* % Genesis 1:1-5 Acts 19:1-7 Mark 1:4-11 Psalm 29
First Sunday after the
Epiphany
* ¢ 1Samuel 3:1-10 1Corinthains 6:12-20 John 1:43-51 Psalm 62:5-12
Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
o && Jonah 3:1-5, 10 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 Mark 1:14-20 Psalm 62:5-12
Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
* &+ Deuteronomy18:15-20 | 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 Mark 1:21-28 Psalm 111
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The First

Baptist Church

OF MOORESTOWN

an open, joyful, seeking community of faith
Rev. Bob Davidson, Interim Pastor
19 West Main Street
Moorestown, NJ 08057-2429
Phone: (856) 235-1180
Fax: (856) 778-5458
Email: info@fbcmoorestown.org
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. UPCOMING EVENTS = -

. February : :
. Office Hours .

‘6 All Boards meet . September to June -

.13 Executive Board meets _

122 Ash Wednesday : Monday 9AM-12 PM :

: - Tuesday 9 AM -3 PM -
. Wednesday 9 AM -3 PM .
n | |
- Thursday 9 AM -3 PM -
: Friday 9AM- 12 PM :
n | |
[ | | ]
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CHURCH STAFF AND BOARD CHAIRPERSONS
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DIACONATE continued

The Diaconate supports our Pastor and Church family in attending to the spiritual, emotional, and
physical needs of the congregation. We help keep the Pastor and one another informed of events in
our members' lives, both sad and joyful: births, sickness, death, family problems, financial difficul-
ties, and other milestones. Each member of the Diaconate focuses on ensuring that our First Baptist
family is aware of needs in order to provide the spiritual love, compassion, support and prayer.

One way to help us help you is keeping our Pastor, Diaconate and one another, informed of events
in our members' lives. Please send an e-mail to us at the following address;
prayer@FBCMoorestown.org with your prayer requests and notifications. The Diaconate will sup-
port your prayer needs and ensure our Pastor is updated and make wider communications to the

First Baptist Family as and when appropriate.

Christmas Eve Service is on Saturday, December 24™ at 7pm and will be followed by light refresh-
ments sponsored by your Diaconate. We are asking for the congregations participation by bringing
your special seasonal baked goods to the Church lounge prior to the service. We look forward to
having fun time of fellowship and goodies after our service.

Save The Date — January 22, 2012 Soup and Salad Su nday After church we will have a soup
and salad congregational winter lunch and time of fellowship in fellowship hall. There will no second
hour classes. This time of fellowship and sharing of a meal together is sponsored by the Diaconate.
Thanks to Chef John Dinsmore for food preparation support.




