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an open, joyful, seeking cormrmunity of faith

As the date of my departure as the pastor of FBC draws near, I'm often asked
what | will miss the most. Evidently, upon leaving pastoral ministry, most pastors
most miss preaching. | doubt that will be true in my case. | trust there will be just
@ enough opportunities for me to preach in the days to come.

What | anticipate | will miss the most is simply being with you, the people, the
j gathered community of faith. | will miss worshipping with you week to week.
L= = will miss praying with you, singing with you, learning with (and from) you, eatlng
and chattlng and laughing with you. I will miss the week-to-week checking in and keeping current
with what's happening with you. | will miss knowing how to best pray for you.

I will miss the wonderfully inclusive family God has called together in this time and place. | will miss
companioning you in your significant life events. | will miss seeing all the children, watching them
grow, witnessing their personalities blossom and bloom. | will miss seeing their sweet faces and hear-
ing their funny, tender, wise-beyond-years comments during the children’s sermons. And | will miss
blessing them — and you. | will miss blessing and sending them and you out into the world, knowing
that when you leave with God’s blessing upon you and Christ’s love within you, the world will be
touched and blessed, too.

Yes, | will miss the community of faith. And I feel incredibly grateful and richly blessed to have
served as your pastor these past eleven years.

And because of that, | need to thank you. | need to thank you for welcoming me into your lives.
Thank you for entrusting me with your doubts, your questions, your hopes and your fears. Thank you
for sharing with me your celebrations and concerns. Thank you for allowing me to pray for you — and
thank you for praying for me. Thank you for inquiring about my health and well-being -- and thank you
for nurturing my family. Thank you for the gifts you have so generously shared. Thank you for your
laughter, and your tears.

Thank you for inviting me to companion you when you or someone in your family was struggling, suf-
fering, or ill. Thank you for allowing me to take part in your significant life events -- the dedications of
your children, the baptisms, weddings and civil union services, and the funerals of those so dear to
us. Thank you for your understanding when my humanity was most glaring. Thank you for striving to
be the people of God, the body of Christ.

As excited as | am for what is next in my life and yours, there is much that I will miss. Thank you for
walking with me for this season of our lives; it has been a blessing to walk with you.

And so, as | go out from you, may the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you
and give you peace, both now and forevermore. Amen.

Grace and peace,

Your pastor, René



THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MOORESTOWN
A Welcoming and Affirming American Baptist Congrega tion

The mission of the First Baptist Church is to be an open, joyful, and
seeking community of faith whose people experience the transforming
grace and power of Jesus Christ. As we worship , study God’s Word, and
reflect on the world around us, we trust God to lead us into wholeness in
all relationships and into ministries of justice and compassion .

S ] Manes

SO CLOSE! The goal of our Capital Funds Program is $210,000, therefore, we need additional pledges totaling approxi-
mately $15,000 or $5,000 per year to assure that we will make good on our mortgage commitment in the years 2011-
2014. Your prayerful consideration is requested to make our goal a reality. First Baptist Church members always come
through when needed, and we know you will this time also.

Hal Cooper, Carole Boutwell and Van Perry

NEW COORDINATOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

With approval of the Executive Board, the Board of Christian Education has moved forward with a new part-time posi-
tion. This new position — Coordinator of Children’s Ministries — is essential as it will provide overall supervision for our
Christian education programs for children from birth through grade 7. Some of the duties of this position will include re-
cruiting teaching staff teams, advising teachers about curriculum, goals and objectives, facilitating special events, provid-
ing resources for parents on faith development at home, and keeping the church informed of the exciting progress of this
ministry. “This position would also be responsible for implementing our new Safe Church Policy in all ministries with chil-
dren." The Board of Christian Education has further interviewed and hired Charlotte Gillespie to undertake this challeng-
ing position for the term of one year. The members of the Board are truly thrilled by this development, as Charlotte has
tremendous passion for this ministry and for the children of First Baptist Church. We hope that you will congratulate
Charlotte as she undertakes an important new role in the life of our congregation.  Submitted by Carol Murray, co-
chair.

NEEDED : NURSERY CAREGIVER

We greatly appreciated the presence of Rebecca Gonzales-capone recently as our caregiver in the nursery, but she has
had to leave the role as her daily work situation has changed. So--this opportunity is again open for anyone who wishes
to introduce brand new lives to our loving church community by serving in our nursery Sunday from 9:45 am to 12:15 as
needed (a paid position), Please tell Pastor Rene or a member of the Christian Ed Board if you or someone you know
might be interested. Thank you.

CALLING ALL KIDS!

Our last session of summer Junior Church will be held in Fellowship Hall September 5 for children up through grade 7,
starting after the children's sermon.

On September 12, for children up through grade 4, there will be supervised activities following the children's sermon in
one of the classrooms downstairs for those children who wish to leave the congregational worship service. However, the
Voyagers class (for those entering grades 5-7) are asked to remain in worship in support of their friend Sophie and her
parents on this important day as her mom concludes her ministry as pastor of our church. Younger children are welcome
to remain in worship with their parents if they wish.




Theme: “Our Thriving Region: Growing in Health and Faithfulness”
Date: September 24-25 2010
Place: Hyatt Regency - New Brunswick

Possible vote on proposed By-Laws and Rules of Procedure for ABCNJ

Vote on “The ABCNJ Council of Regional Ministries: A Proposal for 21st Century ABCNJ Life and Ministry Speakers,
Music, Fellowship

More information on program, registration and housing on the hallway bulletin board on the main floor.
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NEW INTERIM YOUTH LEADER
Exciting things are happening for the Youth at First Baptist Church, Moorestown. An extensive search for a new Youth
Group Leader is on-going for a special individual who will be able to join us soon. Inthe meantime, an Interim Youth
Leader has been approved by the Board of Christian Education . We are excited to announce that Sharon Kulik has
agreed to serve in this capacity. Sharon will share her special gifts for teaching, welcoming, and encouraging others
with our Youth. She will lead the fall programming which will include a weekly Sunday Class (11:15 to noon ) where all
Youth are invited to connect with each other and partake in lively discussions about religion, faith and daily living. Sun-
days promise to be a time to renew yourself personally, and strengthen our youth ministry. Other spiritual gatherings
will be offered twice monthly, with community servi ce projects available throughout the year. The goal is great
fun, but also a time of reflection, laughter and fellowship. Come and experience a new revitalized Youth Group!!

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE NEWS

The Pastoral Search Committee has been meeting through the summer. We have had excellent turnouts despite a few
vacations taking a couple of people away. Three interviews have been conducted for the position of interim pastor. All
three candidates are very able and qualified. The choice will be difficult - a good problem to have. When the committee
is able to meet again as a whole, which will probably not be until early September, a decision will hopefully be made.

Thanks to the committee for their dedication, and to the congregation for your interest. Although we cannot share the
names of candidates for any position, we are certainly glad, even anxious, to share our process and where we are in it.

Carole Boutwell, Chair
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Silk or real--real or silk? This is the problem. If no one signs up for flowers, the Deacon’s fund has to pay for them.
During the past year there have been way too many Sundays that that has been the case. We have a contract with a
florist who will deliver them without extra cost, so we can't just order them week by week. The cost is $36 for the two
bouquets and the sign up sheet is on the bulletin board beyond the ramp. HELP! Sign up now.

WaWa Coupons Still Available

The Board of Outreach and Relationships has WaWa Hoagie Coupons for $5.00 The proceeds will pay for a cement
floor in the school Nikki Samson visited in Kenya. Please see any member of the Board for coupons.
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While a significant piece to my leaving FBC at this time in my life has to do with needing more time for my family, as
many of you know, God has also been calling me into a new ministry venture. At the end of September | will begin a two
-year training program at Oasis Ministries for Spiritual Development (www.0asismin.org) in Pennsylvania called “Spiritual
Direction for Spiritual Guides.” At the same time, | will begin providing spiritual direction through a private practice which
will be called The Anam Cara Group. “Anam cara” is a term in Celtic spirituality meaning soul friend, which beautifully
captures the essence of spiritual direction.

For those unfamiliar with this field of ministry, spiritual direction is the art of “holy listening” and companioning another on
their spiritual journey. Through mindful conversation and prayerfulness, spiritual directors encourage others to explore
a closer relationship with God and help to discern God’s presence in the midst of life. Rather than advising a person
what to do or what to believe, spiritual direction guides a person to pay attention, to name, and to engage in what God is
doing in their lives -- and God'’s Spirit is always at work in our lives and our world! Although an idea new to many, spiri-
tual direction is actually an ancient practice which is finding new life in our contemporary world.

I look forward to the new, yet-unseen ways that God will continue to work in and through me in the days ahead. | covet
your prayers. Know that as | embark on this next stage of my journey, | will be in prayer for you as well.

Grace and peace,
René
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Dears Friends at FBC Moorestown,

Thank you so MUCH for all of your support throughout this past year, for
welcoming me so warmly, with so much love, and for helping to send me
to Serbia!

This is a picture of some of my kids in Camden singing with me in front
of the mural we painted with the Peace Art after-school program. | miss
Camden and being with you all, but | am so excited for this new journey
God has somehow ordained for me.

Right now | am at orientation in Akron, Pa with over 100 other young
people, some coming from North America to go serve around the globe,
and some from Africa, Asia, Europe, Middle East, and Latin America to
serve God here in the U.S. and Canada. It is so beautiful to sing and

pray and learn together. And soon | will be meeting God'’s family in Serbia!l

Thank You! God bless you and all your ministries, Peace be with you. Anna <3
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What a joy it was to commission Anna to her
year of service with the Mennonite Central
committee in Serbia on July 11! Please keep
her in your prayers, daily even, knowing that
as she serves in Serbia , we serve in Serbia.
God is good!
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WHAT: The youth of UrbanPromise will thrill you with a creative and dynamic program full of testimonies,
dance, live music, original artwork and much more.

WHERE: Scottish Rite Auditorium
Collingswood, NJ

WHY: Your involvement in this great day will ensure that hundreds of Camden’s children and teens will have

the opportunity to participate in our dynamic day camps, sports leagues, job training and performing arts
this summer. Our Camden kids will be kept off dangerous city streets and be involved in programs that f

For more information on supporting this year's banqg uet, please contact Shannon Oberg (609) 876-9958.
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REMINDER: All Boards - 2011 Budget Proposals duea t
October Executive Board Meeting
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TREASURER’S REPORT - The latest Treasurer’s Report is
| |
| available. Copies can be found on the table in the church 1 September 2010
I lounge. |
I 1/m5 Bev Bennett and Carol Murray
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| ALL BOARDS MEET on Monday, September 13 at 7:00 PM | g 12 Farewell Luncheon for Pastor René
1 in the lounge. | E 19 The Connellys and Laura Maines ;
: : 26 The O’Mearas and John Khanlian
" THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETS on Monday, September I E
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1 Christopher Krebs
2 Joe Gillespie, Sandy Haas
ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmmm‘ 4 Betty COI’SOI’], Nathaniel Stack
22 % + 6 Stephen Perry, Eva Emmons
7 Scott Murray
If your Board has news, or if you have news to share 8 Lori Brandimarto, Katilyn DelDuca

about one of our Missions or happenings in the commu-
nity, please contact Lydia Alvarez in the Church Office
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS (info@fbcmoorestown.org) for
inclusion in this newsletter.

Please submit your news every month by the deadline.
The October Soundings deadline is September 23rd.

Michael Magistrelli

Paul Murray

Peter Romano

Walter English

Megan Krebs

28 Dru Johnson, Carol Muse
30 Vanel Perry

Thank you!
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T The Flower Calendar has many dates available! The weekly cost is $36. Thank you H
=« to all who help to beautify our worship space week to week. &
Jo
o‘% September 2010 H
0}% 9/5  Mary Anne and John O’Meara in honor of the ir anniversary and Isabel and Dan’s H
°‘°° 9/12 Neva Roszek ‘
e 9/19 Janice Doughman in memory of her brother Mi  chael Burdell ‘
| 9/26 Sherman Greene Il J
’ il
°;°o October 2010 H
~ 10/3  Open |
T’ 10/10 Open U
* 10/17 Dean Parker and Steve Eson in memory of De an’s parents ‘1
. 10/24 Open o
| 10/31 Sherman Greene IlI |
!
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provements coming soon.

We're pleased to announce that the church’s website has been updated and improved. First, please note that the web-
site address itself has changed: it is now www.fbcmoorestown.org, not www.fbcmoorestown.com . This more accu-
rately reflects the church’s mission and status. But don’t worry if you or others inadvertently use the old address; you'll
automatically be redirected to the new one. This also allows the church to continue using its current stock of stationery
and business cards until they can be reordered.

The new website has an expanded photo gallery, easier to read graphics, an archive of old Soundings newsletters to
better chronicle the life of the church. Most importantly, the website can now be revised & updated much more quickly
than before. Please note that when our church boards reconvene this month, several of their individual pages on the
website will need to be updated.

Secondly, the church will no longer be relying on AOL email addresses for the office & pastor (the old email addresses
were actually the private email accounts of Gordon & Rene). The new office email address in

info@fbcmoorestown.org . A generic email address for our interim pastor, pastor@fbcmoorestown.org _, will be made
available for that individual's use. Although you may continue for now to contact Lydia through the old focmoores-
town@aol.com _email address, be advised that (unlike the website address) the old email address will no longer function
after the end of the year; the sooner you begin using the new info@fbcmoorestown.org email address, the more routine
it will become for everyone.

We anticipate a number of improvements to First Baptist Church’s digital presence in the coming months: a link to Face-
book that our new pastor can use to communicate with our online audience; audio recordings of services available
online, replacing the old cassette tapes, future video of significant church events, more email reminders for upcoming
church activities, & more. All of these changes are ultimately designed to make it easier for others to reach out to First
Baptist Church, and for us to reach out both to them and among ourselves.
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AMERICAN BAPTIST WOMEN’'S MINISTRIES

American Baptist Women will start meeting again September 16th at 10:30 am at the church . All women are
welcome to attend. Bring a lunch, or do what some do and buy some pizza next door!! We will be happy to have
you join our fellowship. See you then.
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%THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BOOK GROUP - The next meeting of the FBC Book Group is on
¢ Sunday, September 26th during Second Hour in Room 5. This reading list through February 2011
§ is as follows:
| |
g
% 2010
§ 9/26  Let the Great World Spin - by Colum McCann
% Focuses on Phillipe Petit's tightrope walk at the World Trade Center.
% 10/24 The Unlikely Disciple - By Kevin Rooze %
§ A tree-hugging Brown student ends up at Falwell’s Liberty University for a semester.
% 11/21 Sarah’s Key - Tatiana DeRosmary %
% A 10 year-old girl tries to protect her brother from the round-up of the Jews in 1942.
% 2011 %
1/30  Half-Broke Horses - Jeanette Wall
§ “The author of the Glass Castle writes a true-life novel about her grandmother - horse
§ trainer, teacher, flapper, rancher...”
% 2/27  The Lacuna - Barbara Kingsolver
“The sweetness that leavened The Bean Trees... has been burned away... and replaced by the cool realism of %
a narrator who feels permanently alienated from the world.”

Reading maketh a full man...

Sir Francis Bacon WE

ANANMNANMANANMNANMAN N NANANANNNANANANN N NN NAANN AN AANANNANANN AN NN AN NANNNNANANN

é\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/

ll/2l"6
% % $% !

The pastor will continue to lead the contemplative
prayer group which consists of sharing together and a
time of silent meditation through mid-September. The
group members will provide leadership there after. All
who are interested in taking time out each week, away

from the noise, the busy-ness, the pressures of life, to The Brown Bag Bible Study meets
listen for God’s voice and enter into the living presence every Tuesday at NOON starting

of God are encouraged to join this life-nurturing group. 9/7/10 in the Meeting Room off the
The prayer group meets on Wednesdays, from 7:30PM lounge. Please join us and don't

- 8:15 p.m. in Classroom 6. forget your lunch!

All are welcome! You will be blessed... Peg Horton, leader



Imiportant: Calendar Notes

Lectionary Readings for the month of September

Philemon 1-21 Luke 14:25-33 Psalm 1

Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

! Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22- | 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Luke 15:1-10 Psalm 51:1-10
Sixteenth Sunday after 28
Pentecost

" Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 1 Timothy 2: 1-7 Luke 16:1-13 Psalm 113
Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

I# Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 | 1 Timothy 6:6-19 Luke 16:19-31 Psalm 146

Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
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Pastor René Colson Hudson

19 West Main Street

Moorestown, NJ 08057-2429
Phone: (856) 235-1180

Fax: (856) 778-5458

Email: FBCMoorestown @AOL.COM

Address Correction Requested

UPCOMING EVENTS

. September 2010 #%# ' #1%

| |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
t11 River Estates Walk-a-thon " "
) Pastor Hudson'’s final Sunday : Monday 9AM - 12 PM :
113 All Boards meet . Tuesday 9AM -3 PM .
.16 ABW Ministries _
: 20 Executive Board meets : Wednesday 9AM- 3PM :
. 24-25 ABCNJ Annual Session in New - Thursday 9 AM -3 PM .
- Brunswick -
: 26 Book Group : Friday 9 AM - 12 PM :
. October 2010 - -
: ] ]
c 4 All Boards meet - -
11 Executive Board meets - -
- 17 Congregational meeting . .
| | | |
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